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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 /035 W 

051417 

R 131230Z AUG 75 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 201 1 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0281 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJ: MANAS BUTHELEZI WINS SUBSTANTIAL LIBEL JUDGMENT 
REF: DURBAN A-22; A-17 FEB. 19, 1974; 109 MARCH 29, 1974 

1. DR. MANAS BUTHELEZI'S LIBEL SUIT AGAINST DR. JOHN POORTER, 
EDITOR SOUTH AFRICAN WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE "TO THE POINT" 
(DURBAN A-17). FINALLY ENDED WITH JUDGMENT OF R13.500 FOR 
BUTHELEZI. JUDGMENT INCLUDES LEGAL COSTS AND COST OF TRIP 
BUTHELEZI MADE FROM U.S. TO SOUTH AFRICA TO WITNESS 
PROCEEDINGS IN APRIL. 

2. IN OPINION JUDGE STATED: "A MORE VICIOUS PIECE OF CHARACTER 
ASSASSINATION WOULD BE HARD TO IMAGINE". EDITORIAL ITSELF 
INDICATED BUTHELEZI MAN WHO PREACHED CONCILIATION AND 
COMPASSION, JUDGE SAID. BUT IT THEN WENT ON TO ACCUSE HIM OF 
HYPOCRISY AND DISHONESTY. JUDGE CLAIMED POORTER FAILED 

TO OBSERVE EVEN MOST ELEMENTARY PRECAUTIONS IN CHECKING 
ACCURACY AND RELIABILITY OF SOURCES. 

3. COMMENT: JUDGMENT CULMINATION OF LENGTHY LEGAL PROCESS 
INITIATED IN FEBRUARY 1974 WHILE BUTHELEZI BANNED. AWARD 
(PLUS COSTS) MORE THAN DOUBLE OUT-OF-COURT SETTLEMENT 
OFFERED BY POORTER IN MARCH 1974 (DURBAN 109). THOUGH 
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BUTHELEZI WILL NO DOUBT FIND MYRIAD USES FOR MONEY, LEGAL 
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VICTORY IS PUBLIC AND UNEQUIVOCAL REFUTATION OF POORTER'S 
CHARGES ABOUT WHICH BUTHELEZI PRIMARILY CONCERNED. 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEFAMATION, COURT DECISIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DURBAN00281 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750279-0839 
From: DURBAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750854/aaaabuyg.tel 

Line Count: 64 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 DURBAN A-22, 75 DURBAN A-17 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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